Newsletter - 1991-05-02 by De la Garza, E.
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV 
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - 
Newsletters Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers 
5-2-1991 
Newsletter - 1991-05-02 
E. De la Garza 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews 
 Part of the State and Local Government Law Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio 
Grande Valley 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers at 
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters 
by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact 
justin.white@utrgv.edu, william.flores01@utrgv.edu. 
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102-1308 2 MAY 1991 WASHINGTON, D C
PARK SERVICE TURNS 75 - The National Park Service is proudly celebrating
its 75th birthday in-1991 with special conferences and activities throughout
the country. First Lady Barbara Bush is serving as Honorary Chairman
of the Anniversary Celebration which will highlight some of our most beloved
Rnd stirring sites Yellowstone, the Grand Canyon, Independence Hall,
our welcoming Statue of Liberty and the San Antonio Missions.
The Spanish missions basically formed the foundation for the city
of San Antonio. It was in 1978 that Congress pledged Federal support
by establishing the San Antonio Missions National Historical Park. With
this recognition of national significance came the commitment of the
National Park Service to stabilize and preserve the Concepcion, San Jose,
San Juan, and Espada Missions. By formal agreement, the Archdiocese of
San Antonio and the National Park Service encourage visitor enjoyment
of the sites while ensuring there is no interference with the traditional
services at the four active parishes.
Most recently, legislation which I cosponsored in the 101st Congress
and which was enacted into law, allowed the National Park Service to acquire
the Rancho de las Cabras as part of the San Antonio Missions National
Historical Park. The Rancho de las Cabras, which is the only Rancho left
related to the Missions, is in the Floresville area of my district.
Although not a part of the National Park Service, Mission San Antonio
de Valero, commonly known today as the Alamo, is a State Historic Site
and has been under the care of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas
since 1905.
Padre Island National Seashore, which South Texans are proud to call
theirs, is also under the care of the National Park Service. The barrier
island which encompasses 80 miles of white sand and shell beaches, is
one of the longest stretches of primitive undeveloped ocean beach in the
United States.
For Americans and international visitors alike, our national parks
offer opportunities to explore this country's beauty and to learn the
rich history of this great land and its people. Parks exist for us to
enjoy and cherish -- now and for generations to come.
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MOTHER'S DAY - Antiquarians, holiday enthusiasts, and students of folklore
have claimed to find the source of Mother's Day in the ancient spring
festivals dedicated to mother goddesses in Rome, dating back some 250
years before the birth of Christ. The festival, known as the Hilaria,
was a religious holiday; our Mother's Day is not.
While there were numerous people involved in the creation of an
observance, most historians credit the founding of our modern Mother's
Day to Anna M. Jarvis (1864-1948), a minister's daughter from West Virginia
who was extremely attached to her mother. Reportedly, she was quite
concerned about the neglectful treatment of mothers by adult children
and in 1908, began a .letter writing campaign for support. By 1910 the
first gubernatorial proclamation was issued in West Virginia and by 1911
there wasn't a single state in the Union that didn't have its own
observance.
It's ironic that the wQman who had such a hand in establishing Mother's
Day was never a mother herself. Mother's Day is a fitting tribute to
the source of our own lives. To all mothers, of all nations and time,
we say Happy Mother's Day with fond memories, love and appreciation.
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LITERACY PROMOTION - Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas
have joined together to pool their literacy resources through the newly
created Southwest Literacy Network. The non-partisan, regional network
will include representatives from the public and private sector, who will
help advance literacy and lifelong learning.
The network has a goal of increasing and improving lifelong learning
services available in every community. The strategic plan for the network
was developed over a six-month period by representatives from the member
states and from several federal government agencies. Input has also been
provided by the Small Business Administration, the National Alliance of
Business and the American Society for Training and Development.
Louisiana has been chosen to chair the network for 1991 -- a position
to be rotated amongst the various states. For more information, contact
the Southwest Literacy Network at (504) 342-8405.
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VISITORS FROM HOME - Dempsey & Shirley Lance of Mission; Kevin Hamilton
of McAllen; Ange la Hausner of Miss ion; Paul Vazaldua of McAllen; Bi 11
Colston of Riviera; Roscoe & Jean Harvey of Raymondville; Arline & Fred
Harris of Dilley; George Benmack of Lyford; Joe La Mantia of McAllen;
and the following from Weslaco; Mr Daniel de los Santos, Mrs Rosa Mendez,
Sue-Xie Salinas, Mitsue Naemura, Flar Mata, Mayela Almazan, Beatriz
Port illo, Aneurys Moyeda, Angel Sena, Nancy Rui z, Fernando Alaniz, Luis
Mata, Begonia Guerra and Salvador Rivera.
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